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DISCLAIMER

The information provided by the Architectural Woodwork Institute (“AWI”) in this document is intended 
solely for use by appropriately licensed and experienced professionals who have the necessary 
background to understand and interpret the information in accordance with generally accepted 
professional standards and regulations. AWI Standards provide the minimum criteria for the concept, 
design, fabrication, finishing, and installation of architectural woodwork. Provisions for mechanical 
and electrical safety are not included. References to life-safety requirements may be included but are 
not meant to be comprehensive. Improper application of the standards set forth herein may result in 
hazards to health and safety of installers, consumers, and others. 

Wood products installed outside of climate controlled, interior environments are not governed by this 
standard.

Illustrations are intended to assist in understanding the standard and may not include all requirements 
for a specific product or unit, nor do they show the only method of fabrication. Such partial drawings 
shall not be used to justify improper or incomplete design and/or construction.

The Supplemental Materials are provided as an additional resource to the manufacturer, design 
professional, educator, user, or certifying organization. 

This standard may include citations and quotes from other industry standards and guidelines that are 
neither developed nor published by AWI, which makes no representation as to the quality or efficacy of 
such other standards or guidelines.

AWI publishes the information provided in this document after undertaking reasonable inquiry 
regarding the subject matter. AWI publishes this standard in furtherance of its mission of benefiting 
the architectural woodwork industry. All or any portion of this standard may be revised or withdrawn 
at any time. AWI standards are voluntary. AWI is not responsible for any results of use of this 
standard or performance of products used or created in connection with this standard. AWI makes 
no representation or warranty regarding the technical accuracy or sufficiency of the standard; nor 
does AWI represent or warrant that the standard conforms to any statute or regulation. AWI hereby 
disclaims any warranty of any kind, express or implied, with respect to the information contained 
herein, including merchantability or fitness for a particular purpose.

AWI shall not be responsible to anyone for the use of or reliance upon this standard. AWI shall not 
incur any obligation nor liability for damages, including consequential damages, arising out of or in 
connection with the use, interpretation of, or reliance upon this standard, except for the refund of any 
amount paid to AWI for this document by the affected user.

Copyright © 2018 by Architectural Woodwork Institute—All rights reserved.

No part of this publication may be reprinted or reproduced in any form without the prior written consent 
of the Architectural Woodwork Institute.

Additional Information and updates for AWI Standards are posted at:

www.gotoawi.com/standards
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Foreword 
(This foreword is not a part of AWI 200-2018 - Care & Storage)

The AWI 200 - Care & Storage Standard is intended to provide requirements for the proper conditions 
necessary to protect architectural woodwork and related interior finishes from the negative effects of 
temperature, relative humidity, and handling.

This standard is intended for use by individuals and organizations from all aspects of the architectural 
woodwork industry, including architects, design professionals, manufacturer/suppliers, contractors, 
installers, and end users. Individuals within the architectural woodwork industry will use this standard 
to maintain a high degree of control over the aesthetic quality and the structural integrity of their 
work, ensuring that potential differentiations in the workmanship and implementation of architectural 
woodwork projects are made uniform.

The requirements contained within this standard are derived from AWI’s Architectural Woodwork 
Standards that the organization has been publishing in various formats since its inception in 1953. 
Each requirement has been thoroughly vetted by a committee of leading volunteer professionals in 
the architectural woodwork industry to ensure that the content is up-to-date and relevant to the current 
industry requirements.

Effective March 15, 2019, this standard succeeds, replaces, and supplants Section 2 of the 
Architectural Woodwork Standards, Ed. 2 (2014) as the most current version of the AWI 
Standard for Care & Storage. 

Suggestions for the improvement of this standard will be welcome. Suggestions should be sent to:

Architectural Woodwork Institute 
46179 Westlake Drive, Suite 120 
Potomac Falls, VA 20165

AWI Technical Committee
Randy Jensen, Committee Chair
Cory Bittner
Michael McNulty
Patrick Molzahn
William Munyan
Greg Parham

AWI Standards Development
Philip Duvic, Executive Vice President
Ashley Goodin, Technical Director
Cheryl Dermyre, Technical Project Manager
Michael Murray, Technical Editor
Jairus Whitley, Graphic Designer

This standard was developed by AWI Standards Development Staff and the AWI Technical Committee 
and was approved for publication by the AWI Technical Committee. Committee approval of the 
standard does not necessarily imply that all committee members voted for its approval.
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1.0 Purpose
a) This standard provides requirements for the proper conditions necessary to protect 

Architectural Woodwork and related interior finishes (henceforth referred to as “Product”) from 
the negative effects of temperature, relative humidity, and handling. Responsibility is defined for 
the care and moisture considerations before, during, and after installation.

b) Post-delivery conditions, including relative humidity requirements before, during, and after 
installation, are covered in this standard.

c) Quality assurance can be achieved by adherence to this standard, which will provide the owner 
a quality product at competitive pricing. The design professional, by specifying compliance to 
this standard, increases the probability of receiving the product quality expected.
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2 ScopeGlossary

2.0 Scope
a) This standard contains requirements for the care and storage of Product. Requirements of 

this standard include environmental conditions that shall be maintained by the owner following 
installation.
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Requirements, General

3.0 Requirements
3.1 General

a) This standard is intended to provide professionals with the requirements necessary to 
maintain a well-defined degree of control over a project’s quality and performance longevity. 
The following requirements shall govern unless a project’s contract documents indicate 
otherwise.

b) For non-wood Product, refer to manufacturer/supplier’s documented specifications.

c) Should a conflict be discovered within this standard, the least restrictive requirement shall 
prevail.

3.1.1 Grades
a) Care and storage requirements are the same for all Products regardless of the 

aesthetic grade specified.

3.1.2 Dimensional Change
a) Products are manufactured as designed from wood that has been kiln dried to an 

appropriate moisture content. Subsequent dimensional change in wood is an inherent 
property of the material.

b) As normal minor fluctuations in humidity occur, the resulting dimensional response 
in properly designed construction will be insignificant. To reduce humidity related 
problems, the appropriate relative humidity levels should be maintained. Uncontrolled 
extremes are likely to cause problems.

c) Together with proper design, fabrication, and installation, humidity control is an 
important factor in preventing dimensional change problems.

3.1.3 Dimensional Change Responsibility
a) Responsibility for dimensional change in wood products resulting from improper 

design rests with the design professional.

b) Responsibility for dimensional change in wood products resulting from improper 
relative humidity exposure during site storage and installation rests with the general 
contractor.

c) Responsibility for dimensional change in wood products resulting from humidity 
extremes after occupancy rests with the owner.

3.1.4 Manufacturer/Supplier and Installer
a) Shall not be held responsible for damage or injury caused by failure to comply with 

these requirements.

3.2 Material
3.2.1 Delivery

a) Shall be made in accordance with a progress schedule furnished by the contractor 
and, for climate controlled applications, in an area in which the wet work is dry, the 
overhead work is complete, and the area is broom clean. 
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